
     The Public Transit Section (PTS) of the Multi-Modal
Division at INDOT functions as the grant administrator
for federal transit programs.  It also administers the Pub-
lic Mass Transportation Fund (PMTF), the state sales tax-
funded program to assist established public transit sys-
tems; and works with local governments in planning and
pursuing public transit systems in cities, towns and coun-
ties throughout Indiana.

             Transit Programs

Metropolitan Planning Program  (Fed.
Transit Administration Section 5303)

    This federal planning and technical studies program
is available to the 12 designated metropolitan planning
organizations (MPOs) in Indiana’s urbanized areas
(>50,000 population). The Section 5303 Program assists
the MPOs in developing short and long-range transpor-
tation plans that must include transit as a component.
     Approximate funding is $600,000 annually.

State Planning and Research Program
(FTA Section 5313(b))

     These funds are apportioned to states for planning and technical studies as well as demon-
strations, management training, and cooperative research.  INDOT may authorize a portion of
these funds to supplement the Section 5303 funds allocated to urbanized areas.
     Approximate funding is $150,000 annually.

Elderly and Persons with Disabilities Program (FTA Section 5310)

     This federal program provides capital assistance to private non-profit organizations and eli-
gible public bodies that deliver special transportation service to elderly and/or persons with dis-
abilities.  Figure 1 is a photograph of the 1000th Transit Vehicle purchased in 2000 for a social
service agency in southern Indiana.
     Approximate funding is $1.3 million annually.

Public Transit Quick Facts

• In 2000 there were 43 publicly
funded systems in Indiana

• Nearly 80,000 passenger trips are
provided each day in the state

• 56 percent of Indiana’s residents
have access to a public transit
system

• Every $1 invested in transit results
in an economic return of $1.38

• A single person commuting via
transit, as opposed to driving, will
save 2000 gallons of gas per year

• Transit relieves traffic congestion,
energy consumption and air pollu-
tion

Figure 1

Metropolitan Planning Program
(Fed Transit Administration Section 5303)
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Rural Transit Program
(Non-Urbanized Area Formula Program - FTA Section 5311)

     This formula program for small urban and rural areas (<50,000 population) supports public transit systems by
providing funding for feasibility studies, capital and operating assistance, and inter-city routes.  Public systems
annually apply and receive funding through the Indiana Department of Transportation’s PTS. Since 1997, this
program has added six new public transit systems, and PTS is working with local governments to add another 10
counties in 2001.
     Approximate funding is $4 million annually.

Rural Transit Assistance Program (RTAP)
(FTA Section 5311(b)(2))

     This program is provided through the Institute for Urban Transportation at Indiana University in Bloomington.
Technical assistance is provided to rural public and specialized transit providers throughout the state.
     Approximate funding is over $100,000 annually.

     Public Mass
Transportation Fund (PMTF)

    The PMTF is a state-dedicated transit
fund generated from 0.76% of general sales
tax revenues, subject to legislative appro-
priation.  This program is designed to match
federal and/or local funding for both oper-
ating and capital projects for public trans-
portation providers in the state.
     Figure 2 shows that annual funding has
ranged from less than $10 million in 1981
to currently over $28 million.
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Transit Operating Statistics

Total Vehicle Miles
     The following chart (Figure 3) shows the increase in total vehicle miles traveled for all public
transit vehicles in the state from 1998 to 1999.

                Total Vehicle Miles (VMT)
VMT 1998 VMT 1999 % Change

Total All Indiana Public Transit Systems 29,458,469 31,001,635       5.24%
Figure 3

Ridership
     Ridership (Figure 4) also increased statewide for the same years.

Figure 4

Funding
     Public transit systems in Indiana receive the largest share of their assistance from local
sources.  In addition to the funding from federal, state, and local governments (Figure 5),
passenger fares continue to cover 25% - 30% of transit operating revenue in the state.

Ridership

1998
Ridership

$28,383,236

1999
Ridership

$30,312,538

% Change

6.80%

1999 Ridership
(per capita)

9.24

Figure 5

Year Federal State Local

1994

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

$18.7

$17.4

$13.8

$15.2

$13.1

$21.1

$20.4

$22.0

$21.0

$22.7

$25.2

$26.3

$22.3

$24.2

$28.9

$27.8

$27.8

$28.3

Indiana Public
Transit Systems

Ridership

P
u

b
li

c 
T

ra
n

si
t

P
u

b
li

c 
T

ra
n

si
t



Fort Wayne

Goshen

Elkhart
South Bend/
Mishawaka  LaPorte

LAKE
PORTER

JASPER

NE
W

TO
N

STARKE

PULASKI

KOSCIUSKO

Brookston

Lafayette/
West Lafayette

Hillsboro

Waveland

Terre
Haute

OWEN

Bloomington

Indianapolis

Anderson

New Castle

Muncie

Richmond

Columbus

Seymour
Bedford

Mitchell

Washington

Huntingburg

Evansville

New Albany Jeffersonville
Clarksville

CURRENT COUNTY/
REGIONAL SERVICE

Current City/Urban
Area or Town Service

Commuter Rail

Status of Public Transit in Indiana - July 2000Status of Public Transit in Indiana - July 2000Status of Public Transit in Indiana - July 2000Status of Public Transit in Indiana - July 2000

Boswell

LAPORTE

WABASH
CASS

WHITE

MADISON

JOHNSON

DEA
RBORN

UNION

FRANKLIN

ORANGE

MONROE

Gary

East
Chicago

Hammond

Michigan
City

Plymouth
Warsaw

MarionKokomo

Clarks Hill

Rossville

FULTON

NOBLE

HUNTINGTON

DUBOIS

SWITZERLAND

RIPLEY

JEFFERSON

HARRISON

OHIO

NEW SYSTEMS IN 2000

NEW SYSTEMS IN 2001

Vincennes

GREENE

The counties with a thick outline and/or
diagonal fill are part of a regional
transit system.

SULLIVAN

DAVIES
MARTIN

STEUBEN

SHELBY

DECATUR
BROWN

WASHINGTON

SPENCER
PERRY

CRAWFORD

CLAY
VIGO

PARKE HENDRICKS

HENRY

FAYETTE
PUTNAM

VE
RM

IL
LI

ON

RANDOLPH

JAY

HAMILTON

TIPTON

ALLEN

BOONE

BENTON

FEASIBILITY STUDIES
FOR 2001

DELAWARE
INDOT Transit Staff is working
with or has been contacted

L    E    G    E    N    D

LAWRENCE

KNOX

Noblesville

CLARK

FLOYD

Public TransitPublic Transit


